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Chinatown Retailers Getting Educated On New FDA Regulations For Tobacco Products
CHICAGO, IL – Chinatown retailers are being informed and educated on recently released Food & Drug Administration (FDA) guidelines on the sale and promotion of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products. This initiative is being led by the Asian Health Coalition and its partners in the Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP). 

The outreach will target local retail owners, managers and staff on updated requirements to ensure tobacco control compliance at local storefronts. Although the new FDA rulings have been in effect since June of 2010, many Chinatown retailers are not aware or familiar enough with the new regulations. “This is an important issue for Chinatown as we work to improve the health and well-being of our community and we are urging retailers to ensure compliance with the new regulations to support our efforts to curb the high youth and adult smoking rates,” said Dr David Lee, a key leader in the Chinese community. 
The regulations include new restrictions on the sale and promotion of tobacco products, while adding federal enforcement to other laws which are already in effect in some Illinois communities including:Requiring larger health warnings on all smokeless tobacco products – the new warnings must cover 30 percent of package display panels and 20 percent of advertising;

· Requiring stores to place cigarettes and other tobacco products behind the counter;

· Banning the use of terms such as “light,” “mild,” or “low-tar” when marketing and selling cigarettes;

· Prohibiting the sale of “kiddie packs” of fewer than 20 cigarettes;

· Banning all tobacco-brand sponsorships of sports and entertainment events;

· Banning free tobacco samples/sales/giveaways of tobacco-branded items (i.e. hats and t-shirts); and

· Restricting tobacco vending machines and self-service displays to adult-only facilities.
Retailers who do not comply with tobacco control laws may be subject to enforcement action including penalty fines ranging from $250 to $10,000. In extreme cases, the FDA will be able to issue no-sale orders against retailers.
Support for this initiative has been made possible through the Chicago Tobacco Prevention Project, which is jointly led by the Respiratory Health Association of Metropolitan Chicago (RHAMC) and the Chicago Department of Public Health.  Joel Africk, president and CEO of RHAMC, added: “Educating and building alliances with local tobacco retailers to strictly enforce the FDA regulations is key in our overall strategy to reducing tobacco use in Chicago. We applaud the Asian Health Coalition and CASAP’s efforts to bring awareness of this issue to Chinatown’s business community.”
For additional information on the FDA regulations, please visit www.lungchicago.org. 
___________________________
About Asian Health Coalition: Established in 1996, the Asian Health Coalition is a 501(c)3 non-profit with a mission to improve the health and wellness of the Asian American community through advocacy, technical assistance, community-based education and research. To learn more, visit www.asianhealth.org.

About Chicago Tobacco Prevention Project: In partnership with the Chicago Department of Public Health, RHAMC will lead the Chicago Tobacco Prevention Project through March, 2012.  Funded by a grant from the Centers for Disease Control, the comprehensive program includes hard-hitting media, outreach to vulnerable population groups, and policy efforts that reduce exposure to secondhand smoke.  To learn more, visit www.lungchicago.org/ctpp
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華埠商家學習FDA有關煙草製品的新規定
    伊州芝加哥訊 - 華埠商家收到並學習聯邦食品及藥物管理局（FDA）最近出臺的有關販賣和銷售煙草製品的新規定。這項活動由亞裔健康聯盟和亞裔濫用藥物預防聯盟（CASAP）共同舉辦。
    本次活動面嚮華埠零售商家店主、經理以及僱員開展，向其說明最新的相關政策，以保證華埠所有店面都不違反FDA有關煙草控制的規定。儘管FDA的新法規已經於2010年六月份開始生效，華埠許多商家卻並不知道或熟悉這些新規定。華裔社區領袖人物之一李大衛博士說：“這個問題對於整個華埠來說十分重要，因為我們一直致力于改善社區的健康和福利。我們強烈要求所有商家遵守新法規的要求，以支持我們降低居高不下的青年人及成年人的吸煙率的努力。”
規定包括有關煙草產品販賣與銷售的新限制，同時又要求華埠開始實施已經在伊州某些社區執行的其它相關聯邦法律。這些法律包括：所有無煙的煙草產品外包裝上都必須加上更加醒目的健康危害說明 - 新的危害說明必須覆蓋產品外包裝百分之三十以上的面積，在整個產品廣告中必須佔至少百分之二十的比例；
· 要求商家把香煙和其它煙草製品放在櫃檯後面；
· 販賣與銷售香煙過程中禁止使用“輕（light）”、“淡（mild）”、或者“低焦油（low-tar）”這類詞語；
· 禁止販售香煙數量20支以下的“小孩包裝”；
· 禁止任何煙草品牌贊助任何體育賽事或娛樂活動；
· 禁止派送任何免費香煙樣品、販賣或贈送帶有煙草品牌的物品(例如帽子和體恤衫)；
· 香煙販售機和自取陳列品只能擺放在僅有成年人出現的場所。
    違反煙草控制法規的商家會受到處罰，包括250美金至10,000美金不等的罰金處理，以及由FDA開具的禁止銷售令。
    這項活動得以開展，得到了大芝加哥地區呼吸道健康協會（RHAMC）與芝加哥公共健康局共同舉辦的芝加哥戒煙項目的大力支持。大芝加哥地區呼吸道健康協會會長及首席執行官Joel Africk先生說：“教育、聯合當地煙草販賣商家來嚴格執行FDA規章制度是我們減少芝加哥地區吸煙人數的關鍵性舉措。我們十分讚賞亞裔健康聯盟以及CASAP為讓華埠商界認識到這一點所做出的努力。”
有關FDA法律規定的更多信息,請登陸其網址：www.lungchicago.org
有關亞裔健康聯盟：亞裔健康聯盟成立於1996年，為501(c)3非營利性組織。其宗旨是通過倡導、技術援助、立足於社區的教育和研究活動來改善美籍亞裔社區的健康和福利。詳情請登陸其網址：www.asianhealth.org
    有關芝加哥戒煙項目：與芝加哥公共健康局合作，由RHAMC牽頭進行的芝加哥戒煙項目將持續進行到2012年三月份。項目資金來源為疾病控制中心，內容包括媒體大力宣傳、關注弱勢群體、以及減少二手煙吸入的立法活動。詳情請登陸其網址：www.lungchicago.org/ctpp

