Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP)

Coalition Meeting Minutes
Regarding: Family Harmony
Date: October 16, 2009

Time: 12pm – 2pm
Location: Chinese American Service League


      2141 South Tan Court


      Chicago, IL 60616
Introductions & Call to Order: 

Meeting was called to order at 12:07pm.  Present members introduced themselves, stating who they were, what organization they were from, and what sector they represented. 
Members Present: David Lee, Ester Wong, Marsha Ross-Jackson, Wendy Cheung, Julia Howland, Olivia Lee, Tina Chui, Heidi Golz, Hong Deng, Jill Wolf, Emily Melnick, Judi McCray, & Meme Wang.
Opening Remarks by Meme Wang:

Explained the decisions made at previous coalition meeting to create a DVD targeted at parenting.  Reminded members on the research-basis that positive family strategies implemented within the home can be protective factors for adolescent substance use and abuse. 
Juneteenth Production Company: 
Judi, from Juneteenth Productions, gave a brief presentation explaining to the coalition her company’s mission and vision.  Judi also discussed previous projects her company has produced and gave an introduction of her take on the upcoming DVD on parenting strategies to prevent substance use and abuse in Asian families. 

Coalition Discussion:
Possible stories to be represented in DVD
The possibility of telling family stories in an anonymous way was discussed, as in not showing individuals’ faces.  
Coalition members expressed the need to hear good stories, in a condense manner, in that way that the psychologist used as an example 
Discussion of DVD Content:

Three families: Judi described three families and the stories these families would provide: 
1st Session: Establishing Guidelines: 
Family 1: Lisa Moy – Chinese, born in Chicago, ABC, divorced, 4 kids (2 boys and 2 girls)
Family 2:  – biracial – father is Chinese, wife is Caucasian, daughter who is 15 years old – not clear about rules and guidelines

2nd Session: Anger Management: 
Family 3: Kalina Pon, born in Chinatown, 2 kids – 12 and 8 year old, daughter was rebellious 

3rd Session: Bonding: 
Family 4: Duy - Chinese married a Vietnamese, 2 daughters – 15 and 8 years old, mother-in-law is very traditional. Has a great relationship with both daughters 

Experts: Closing – purpose of the video, and instruction tips 
Coalition members expressed the need to find a substance abuse counselor or expert to address why this topic is important 
Suggestion: New York, counselor that has done substance abuse for 10 years 



Dr. Lin, Northwestern University

Additional Discussion Regarding Possible Improvements to the DVD:

Add recent immigrant family not identify themselves with immigrants that have been here
· Recent immigrants – more parenting problems, do not have as much time to spend with their children

· Bridgeport area – Chinese families move their because rent is cheap, and kids go home alone 
· Outreach recent immigrants – speaking in Cantonese, and voice over in English narration

· Most captivating method – is an interview where the parent is talking about the  issue
· Recent immigrants – few years in the U.S. 

Title – oversell 


More catchy 


Come up with ideas and send out to the coalition for feedback 

Counseling – find a case, and find a family through that method 

Content - Pressure, stress, mental health is the gateway to substance abuse

Images - Chinese Christian Union Church – on Wentworth – Fridays – kids play basketball at 10 PM 
Additional Suggestions: Coalition members suggested asking police officers – Wednesday morning – 10:30 – 11: 30 AM, ask them for families 

Ask young adult to talk about their past substance abuse 


Speaking in Chinese 

Not telling viewers that this is the right way, but we are giving them several options


Stated earlier on 

Distribution of DVD – Coalition Brainstorming Session:
Churches – screenings
School social workers

Police officers 

Principals

PTAs 

Organizations- different programs

Websites – Asian Health Coalition of Illinois, CASL, 

ESL classes

Pui Tak 

Chinese Mutual Aid Association

SunCasTV

CanTV

DVD Aesthetics Discussion – Music & Community Scenes
Community Scenes 


Triple Crown Restaurant - during dim sum 


Weekends – a lot of tourists that come in 

DVD Music Suggestions:
Filipino music group – traditional and contemporary music

Funkadesi – Indian and funk 

Closing remarks by Meme Wang: 


Listed possible topics to cover for next meeting

Proposed next meeting scheduled for 1/20/2010
