Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP)

Coalition Meeting Minutes

Regarding: Guiding Good Choices and Project Northland Implementation
Date:  March 26, 2009

Time: 12pm – 2pm

Location: Chinese American Service League


      2141 South Tan Court


      Chicago, IL 60616
Introductions & Call to Order: 

After refreshments and networking, the meeting was called to order at 12:15pm.  Members were asked to introduce themselves and state the organization/sector they were representing. 

Members Present: Yama Yung, Erin Ficker, Meme Wang, Hong Deng, Jill Wolf, Mary J Chan, Dubi Choi, Esther Wong, Jamie Slaughter, Hong Lui, David Wu, and David Lee.

Coalition Interview: Erin Ficker from the University of Illinois at Chicago Center for Prevention Research and Development conducted a coalition interview.  All members present were given a consent document that explained that as part of the contract with the Illinois Department of Health and Human Services (IDHS), UIC CPRD would be conducting an evaluation of coalitions participating in the SPF grant.  Erin asked the members present several questions regarding the Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention and the status and success of the coalition.  
Asian American Substance Abuse Intervention Initiative: Hong Liu gave details regarding this initiative.  Hong gave a brief PowerPoint presentation regarding the funding that the Asian Health Coalition of Illinois received from DASA to link referrals to 3 different providers for treatment. Coalition members were encouraged to brainstorm for different Asian-serving community groups to target and link to treatment.  Members requested time to continue brainstorming and send to AHCI by e-mail.
Progress Updates


Guiding Good Choices (GGC) & Suncast Media: Meme Wang updated coalition members regarding the adaptation of the GGC curriculum (Parent-centered substance abuse and delinquent behavior prevention curriculum). Coalition members expressed concern regarding the parenting program do to high stigma in receiving help in Asian culture.  Members recommended inviting parents from the Chinese language School though there were also concerns expressed regarding the difficulty in getting parents with children older than 3rd grade to attend.  One member recommended tying in safety to the program as parents have a great concern regarding the safety of their children.  Members suggested that we target the parents of American-born children as their children’s adjustment is often the most difficult as parents live by customs and expectations that are not consistent with the pressures they receive from the U.S. culture.  One member suggested using the Chinese newspaper to target parents as there is an existent health section of the paper and many of the parents read only the Chinese newspaper in their neighborhood as not only is the language they prefer but the content is often specific to their neighborhood and their issues.  

Project Northland: Jamie Slaughter gave a progress update regarding Project Northland (student-centered substance abuse prevention curriculum).  Coalition members recommended schools in the area to recruit for the student-centered curriculum: Green, Armour, Healey. Jamie asked coalition members for ideas on how to increase the sustainability of Project Northland. Members suggested training the teachers to teach the curriculum themselves, give students incentives, and family nights to get the parents invested in the curriculum.  
Open Discussion
Additional Concerns Regarding Parents in this Population: Many coalition members expressed concerns regarding the safety in the community and suggested increasing ‘street safety’ and hosting a ‘burglary seminar.’  Other concerns that were brought up include: gambling, internet safety and parental monitoring as parents in this community often work 10-12 hour shits, and many work the midnight-shift.  

Adjournment

Meme Wang adjourned the meeting at 1:53pm and thanked members for attending the meeting and for providing their meaningful input. 
