Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP)

Coalition Meeting Minutes

Regarding: Reflections on DVD Screening
Date: January 20, 2010

Time: 12pm – 2pm

Location: Chinese American Service League


      2141 South Tan Court


      Chicago, IL 60616
Introductions & Call to Order: 

Meeting was called to order at 12:07pm.  Present members introduced themselves, stating who they were, what organization they were from, and what sector they represented. 

Members Present:


DVD Screening - Initial Reactions:
· Well done

· More on parenting than connection on how parenting influences substance use/abuse

· Question: what was the premise or basis for what the DVD was trying to accomplish?

Response: want to prevent other ‘problem behaviors’, not judgmental or focus on a taboo topic like substance abuse
· Sandra Kelley – School Counselor – parents want to know what to do and how to communicate with children and need to have ‘a starting point’. This is a great starting point

· Julia: Question: How can we make it easier for school counselors to distribute the DVD

· Sandra’s response: everything is a time factor  - maybe parent advisory committee (PAC) at the meeting each month – each month they focus on a different topic – maybe brochures 
· PAC President: “as a parent myself this was helpful” – made her reflect on her personal experiences with her 3 children – “that’s a real good film” – parents should watch this with their kids and start a discussion 
· Ester: CASL: thought it was a great idea – thought the sections were helpful and could be applied to any situation – concerned what funders will think of DVD since it does not stress drugs/alcohol use/abuse prevention

· explained this is first step in prevention and often more effective than scare tactics and focusing on substance abuse facts

· Sandra Kelley: by combining this with IYS we can demonstrate need for communication and this is what can happen afterwards. – Recommends including data with the distribution of DVD to demonstrate both needs and affects. 

· Jill Wolf: Literature base connect to include with DVD – Data Brief , Brochure, Tri-fold (Pictures/graphs/text/color) JULIA’S TURN! (
· Ting Ting: have it playing in waiting rooms, health clinics, public aid office, VISA line, libraries, park districts, background – not forced but exposed
· Anita (PAC): report card pick up day

· Jill Wolf: need to stress this if funded – just trying to promote and not trying to sell

· Ting Ting: CPS violence – lost 500 students due to violence last year – in response there are after school programs – give the DVD to those students

· Boys & Girls Club, Park District

· Ester: should play it in background and wait for parents to ask for it rather than just distributing it – may not be as valued if just given away

· Julia: any suggestions for organizations to distribute:

· Sandra Kelley: Open houses at the beginning of the school year – play it there, another outlet besides report card pick up

· Ting Ting: FLIP (Foreign Language Introductory Program) every week different students 

· Sandra Kelley: Sororities and Fraternities – Many African American Sororities have mentoring programs - DePaul – Asian Sorority

· Jill Wolf: Foster Families/Adoption Agencies 

· CPS organizations for Teenage Parents – family programs at Hay Market Center – email her for contact information (on sign-in sheet)
· Health Care Professional: Hong: Henry Booth House – Mercy Hospital, 

· Sandra: Women Shelters – Apnagar 

· Ting Ting: Churches – woman groups, 2 Buddhist temples, pue tech, Chinese Baptist Church (Near Western and Sunnyside – email her for information)
· Sandra: Asian Human Services  

· Jill Wolf – include in the case ideas of where it can be distributed or played in the background

· Jill Wolf: Survey postcard (with self-address stamped for return)

· Town Hall – Suggestions from when/where

· Ester: figure out who you want to target audience to be?

· Sandra Kelley: suggested family nights that they host at Haines – they would allow an outside group – suggests Mon & Wed evening for parents – she would be available some days (not Thursdays) but depends on the day, she would be available some evenings

· Ester: hard to get parents to come out to CASL – always in a rush to pick up children and want to leave. need to advertise to them – but should probably focus on community organizations

· Sandra Kelley: during the day better but only select administrators will come (2:30 – 2:45 majority of schools are out) Haines gets out at 1:45 
· Julia – any ideas of what to do at town hall that would be useful 

· Sandra Kelley: contact counselor dept/case managers at their meeting to target a block at once (Sarah Moon Serudi?) – she can get us in contact with her

· Anita: Liked the focus on giving praise/attention in the film was a good point – need to stress this to parents

· Julia – showing counselors/administrators – what activities would be helpful? Panel? Data?

· Sandra Kelley: Data Presentation would be most helpful – not a panel since most counselors see themselves as experts already

· Poster Vote: most words won unanimously

· MOUs distributed to coalition members to obtain signatures 

